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Pastor Kevin’s Corner:
Native American Prayer
Oh Great Spirit,
Whose voice I hear in the wind,
Whose breath gives life to the world,
Hear me!
I come to you as one of your many children.
I am small and weak.
I need your strength and wisdom.
May I walk in beauty.
Make my eyes behold the red and purple sunset.
Make my hands respect the things that you have made,
And my ears sharp to hear your voice.
Make me wise so that I may know the things
That you have taught your children-The lessons that you have hidden in every leaf and rock.
Make me strong, not to be superior to my brothers, but to be
able to fight my greatest enemy: myself.
Make me ever ready to come to you with straight eyes, so that
When life fades as the faded sunset
My spirit will come to you without shame.
John Yellow Lark, Lakota1
_______________________________________________________________________
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From http://www.interluderetreat.com/prayers.htm
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which to be thankful. I wish I had known this valley when fruit trees and orchards were the dominant landscape. But there are still significant natural systems for us to steward, cherish, and give
thanks. This Thanksgiving, say a prayer of gratitude for our Native American sisters and brothers
and all the creatures loved by God, the Great Spirit.
Amen.
Pastor Kevin
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From www.metroactive.com Thanksgiving & Native Americans

In this month in which many of us will be celebrating the Thanksgiving holiday, I believe it is appropriate to listen to the voice of the first Americans,
our Native American sisters and brothers. They
teach us to cherish and honor the earth from which
our sustenance and vitality spring. They also teach
us that we are just one among many species that
the Great Spirit or God created and loves.
We members of the United Church of Christ, the
descendants of the Congregational church and the
Pilgrims, have a special duty to honor the memory
of the real Thanksgiving that was born of struggle
and a time of colonization that we all know was
none too healthy for the indigenous peoples of
America. We all are familiar by now with the
more accurate history of the hardships suffered by
Native Americans because of the Pilgrims’ colonization of the Eastern seaboard of this great and majestic land. The point I would like to make,
though, is that as we give our creator, the Great
Spirit, our thanks that we remind ourselves as Native Americans do every day that we owe our very
existence to richness and bounty of the earth that
sustains our lives. All ground is holy ground. All
ground is worthy of honor and respect. All beings
are creatures of the one God.

People in the Pews
Some of the latest stars in our congregation:
Thyra Tegner swims competitively in the Senior
Division and recently won two first place awards
and three second places. Congratulations, Thyra —
know you enjoy this sport and will keep swimming
for many years to come.
Ed Grossmith, entered a Haiku poetry contest
which was held in Japan (no, he didn’t go there),
and he won $50 as a prize for his entry. We all
have been gifted with several of Ed’s wonderful
poems in the past and know he will have more for
all of us in the future.

Like other members of what anthropologists now
call the Woodland Culture, the Wampanoags
(Massachusetts tribe) looked upon deer, fish and
turtle as totemic siblings, and had deep respect for
every natural creature. When they hunted, they left
offerings for other forest inhabitants, and they
would never think of planting or harvesting without
giving ritual thanks for the fertility of Mother
Earth. (From Metroactive Dining) As we plant our
lives here in the Valley of the Heart’s Delight and
harvest all the magnificent benefits that come with
sharing this landscape with every living creature,
let us give thanks to the Great Spirit that sustains
our lives. Let us walk humbly among every living
thing that God loves and created. Let us remember
that decisions we make about how sustainably we
live our lives are sacred decisions and choices that
affect generations to come.

Ed was instrumental in getting volunteers to work
together and formulate our church’s Disaster Preparedness Program. This so impressed Nancy Pyle
when she was the speaker at the Men’s Breakfast
that she feels the city can use this model for other
groups and organizations. Thank you, Ed, for your
efforts on behalf of all of us.
The Haley family are busy again. Shannon will
play the role of “Annie” in “Annie Warbucks.”
Megan will be one of the stars in the upcoming
play “1940’s Radio Hour.” Know they will do a
fantastic job in their new roles and will be fun for
many of us to attend these presentations. Talk with
their Mom for more details. Karen and her siblings
and their families got together recently and posed
for a family portrait. Tommy came home from
USC to be a part of this family gathering. Making
memories!

For a people who began life together in a prune
shed, we have come a long way and have much for
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up in Maui after all those travels.
Leilani and Bob Farnquist have a new granddaughter, born to Leilani’s daughter. The beautiful new
addition to the family is named Sarah Grace.

Bob and Phyllis Green traveled to Portland to
check on Phyllis’ sister following the death of her
husband and then on to their summer home at Lake
Almanor to get it ready for the winter season. We
look forward to their return back worshipping with
all of us.

Prayers for:
Honey Chai (daughter-in-law of Hi Dong and
Phyllis) is on the slow road to recovery from radiation for her cancer. We hold all the Chai family in
our prayers for a good recovery for Honey. Hi
Dong is writing a book which will follow some of
his family history written in a novel form. We wish
him much success in this venture – taking a lot of
his time of course, but know it will be worth it
upon completion.

Mouse Trap Story – A mouse looked through the
crack in the wall to see the farmer and his wife
open a package. What food might this contain?
The mouse wondered- he was devastated to discover it was a mousetrap.
Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed
the warning: “There is a mousetrap in the house!
There is a mousetrap in the house!” The chicken
clucked and scratched, raised her head and said,
“Mr. Mouse, I can tell this is a grave concern to
you, but it is of no consequence to me. I cannot be
bothered by it.”

Prayers for Toh-Bee Syn’s sister who is battling
cancer.
Our sympathy to Terry Shoup and his family in the
loss of Terry's mother.

The mouse turned to the pig and told him, “There
is a mousetrap in the house!” “The pig sympathized, but said, I am so very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but
there is nothing I can do about it but pray. Be assured you are in my prayers.” The mouse turned
to the cow and said, “There is a mousetrap in the
house!” The cow said, “Wow, Mr. Mouse, I’m
sorry for you, but it’s no skin off my nose.”

Orlon Wiedrick has been laid up with painful back
problems for some time, and now he faces surgery
in the near future. We hold Orlon and Audrey in
our prayers for a successful surgery and relief from
Orlon’s great discomfort.
Our sympathy to: Kim Garg and her family in the
recent death of her father-in-law in India.

So, the mouse returned to the house, head down
and dejected, to face the farmer’s mousetrap alone.

We also send our love and concern to Gwen
Hacker in the recent loss of her mother. She had
been ill for some time. Gwen also has deep concerns for the health and welfare of her father.

That very night a sound was heard throughout the
house—like the sound of a mousetrap catching it’s
prey. The farmer’s wife rushed to see what was
caught. In the darkness, she did not see it was a
venomous snake whose tail the trap had caught.
The snake bit the farmer’s wife. The farmer rushed
her to the hospital, and she returned home with a
fever. Everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh
chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the
farmyard for the soup’s main ingredient.

Congratulations to Timothy Cannon and Sylvia
Ortiz who were married recently. Tim is the son of
Judy Martin.
Travelers on the road again:
John and Diane Hawes traveled to Nova Scotia,
Montreal, Quebec, and other sites along the way –
they were joined by three couples from ECA.
When they return, John and Diane will make a
quick trip to Disneyland with grandkids and then
on to Maui for several weeks. They will get to rest

But his wife’s sickness continued, so friends and
neighbors came to sit with her around the clock. To
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feed them, the farmer butchered the pig. The
farmer’s wife did not get well; she died. So many
people came for her funeral, the farmer had the
cow slaughtered to provide enough meat for all of
them. The mouse looked upon it all from his crack
in the wall with great sadness.

Our Year to Date Income is still lagging the Expense by $330, so with your continued support we
are hopeful the next three months will be as good
as this month.
Respectfully Submitted, Stan Yumen

So, the next time you hear someone is facing a
problem and think it doesn’t concern you, remember –when one of us is threatened, we are all at
risk. We are all involved in this journey called life.
We must keep an eye out for one another and make
an effort to encourage one another. Remember,
each of us is a vital thread in another person’s tapestry – our lives are woven together for a reason.

FELLOWSHIP

One of the best things to hold onto in this world
is a friend.
Dot Allfrey

Her presentation was the first program for the
Men’s Breakfast 2007-2008 season, and she covered all the bases – current events, public policy
and her future vision for San Jose and the district.
And it was great to have Dr. Dick Okumura back
as chairman and MC.

Men’s Breakfast, October 2007
San Jose City Councilmember Nancy Pyle, who
represents District 10, gave an excellent overview
of issues facing the city with emphasis on the home
district.

Monthly Financial Report: September 30, 2007
Overview:
Total Income for this month:
Total Expenses for this month:
Excess for this month:

Nancy was ably assisted during her presentation by
Stephanie Holm, a staff aide. They provided attendees with a Community Resource Packet and encouraged AVUCC members to sign up for the District 10’s monthly newsletter (www.sanjoseca.gov/
district10/ or call the District office at 535-4910 to
learn more.

$ 18,562
17,200
$ 1,362

Our ninth months “Year to Date” Report:
Total Income for this nine months period: $142,414
Total Expenses for this same period:
142,744
Our deficit for this year:
$ -330

Nancy appreciated the opportunity to address the
group and stated, “Your engagement in civic affairs and commitments to safeguarding your congregation in the event of a disaster is very impressive.”
Dave Crowley

Our Cash Balances as of September 30th:
Citibank - Checking
$ 13,973
Citibank – Money Market
53,323
Corp America CU
62,910
Total Cash Balances:
$ 130,207

Men’s Discussion Group, October 2007

A detailed Financial Report for the month of September is posted on our bulletin board.

Topic of discussion: Science and Religion
In the beginning was the big bang. But what exactly banged? How did it bang? And what happened before it banged?

We have done very well this month. We paid our
4th Qtr Pension and Benefits for our Minister so
the expenses were higher than normal, but our income for this month still exceeded our expenses.
This is great! As reported last month, we may need
to tap into our Money Market fund? This is not
necessary since we have enough in the reserve to
carry us through October.

In fact, the big bang theory has never really been
the theory of a bang at all. It describes the aftermath of a bang--the ongoing ballooning of space
itself as the matter of the universe flies apart. But
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the theory says nothing about what caused this
spectacular expansion. It gives not even a clue
about what banged, what caused it to bang, or what
happened before it banged. In other words, the theory sheds no light on the underlying physics of the
primordial fireball.
The very structure of the universe is derived from
an irregular pattern that can be traced back to the
beginning of time. This expanding pattern has
formed time, galaxies, stars, planets, light, energy,
matter, dark matter, dark energy and us. It is hard
to draw a terrain analogy to something as universal
as the beginning of all things. Maybe this initial
pattern was designed like a clump of clay. Designed by whom, maybe God, maybe a roll of some
dice? But dice were not invented yet. One of my
favorite quotes by Albert Einstein is “God does not
play dice with the universe.” However, in quantum
theory the element of chance is always a consideration, unlike other physical sciences. The observer
of a quantum event does affect the outcome.
What I came away with from our discussion was
that science and religion for the most part work
well together. Science asks questions of how things
work, how do they interact with each other, and
what can be verified. Religion asks the question of
why are we here. Religion also guides us in the
manner in which we live and asks us to have faith
in things we cannot see, like faith in God or in each
other.
Many religious texts try to answer both questions.
Considering when some of these texts were written, they have come very close to the scientific answers. Back in history the professors or learned
people were also the priests and rabbis of their day.
One thing that science and religions do is to refine
themselves. Science constantly tries to disprove
itself. Scientific theories are always being reexamined and refined. Religions go through a process of refinement, but this process takes a really
long time and often involves a lot of social upheaval and sometimes bloodshed like the birth of
Buddhism in India, Islam in Africa, the protestant
reformation in Europe, and the formation of the
Anglican Church in England.
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Over time, our knowledge of the universe will continue be refined and expanded (no pun intended to
the cosmic inflation theory). The origin and future
of the universe are questions better answered by
science. Understanding of our purpose in that universe and our belief in God, a power greater than
ours, that is where religion and faith can help us.
Ed Grossmith will lead our next Men’s Discussion
Group. The topic will be “How do you grow spiritually?” The next meeting will be on November 8th
at 7:15 pm at the home of Joe and Carolyn Dingman. I hope to see you there.
Be well! Dennis Elliott
JV Book Group
JV Book Club will meet on November 15, 2007, at
the home of Kathryn Hussain, 735 Huntswood Ct.,
268-7484 , at 7:30 p.m. We will be discussing The
Sea by John Banville. Please respond to Kathryn.
No Book Club will be held in Dec.
Robyn Dorsey

OUTREACH
Cans for Habitat: Your good efforts in saving
and delivering to church your aluminum cans has
generated $631 for Habitat for Humanity to date
this year . A nice contribution to a good community partner. Well done!
There will be one more can collection this year,
and that will be the weekend of November 10-11.
So please save your empty cans (yours, your
friends’, and your neighbors’) and bring them to
church that November weekend. Bagged cans can
be left by the shed at the back of the church lot near
the rose garden.
Tom-the-Can-Man (Tom Gerber)
Beneficio Coffee: Thank you for supporting the
farmers in Costa Rica by purchasing Beneficio
“More Than Fair Trade” coffee (still a great buy at
$7.00 per 12 oz. bag). To place an order, please
contact Phyllis Chai at 226-7150.
Phyllis Chai

CROP WALK

November Worship

The 2007 CROP Hunger Walk was very successful
in terms of walkers and funds raised, with over
$71,900 in donations and an estimated 500+ walkers!

Sermons
November

Rev. Kevin Smith 268-0243
Pastor Kevin Smith

Lay Readers
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 25

Tom Rose
David Hough
Tom Gerber
Al Nieders
Dot Allfrey

268-5632

Ushers
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 25

Dot Allfrey
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

268-2973

Greeters
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 25

Carol Pullen
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

842-3653

The proposed date for the 2008 CROP Walk is
April 27th, again at Lincoln High School in San
Jose. Please add that date to your calendar, and
plan to donate or walk if you are able.
Kathy Kisabeth

AVUCC COUNCIL
We will be holding our annual congregational
meeting for 2007 on Sunday, November 18th following church service in the fellowship hall.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend if
possible. We are still seeking members for the
nominating committee. Let me, Pastor Kevin, or
any council member know if you are willing to perform in this important role.

Communion Kathy Kisabeth
Nov. 4
TBD

Thank you, Kelly Yamanishi

Flowers
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 25

Betty Wood
997-3573
Sign-up in Fellowship Hall
Betty Consorte
Kathleen Eagan
Athena Ballek
Joan Wagner

Caring
Oct.-Nov.

Ariss Thomas
Carolyn Crowley
Peggy Wright

November Birthdays
Harriet Yamada
Dave Harris
Karen Haley
Sue Scaff
Shannon Haley
Linda Farr
Bob Green
Melanie Click
Toh-Bee Syn
Bob Thomas
Ed Anderson
Carol Martin

Nov. 3
Nov. 6
Nov. 8
Nov. 11
Nov. 13
Nov. 15
Nov. 17
Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 25
Nov. 27
Nov. 29

November Anniversaries
David and Gloria Dunlap

Nov. 4

Kevin Smith & Nancy Palmer Jones Nov. 9

Bill and Alice Cox

Nov. 21
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227-3898

997-1916
997-0819
227-0405
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The deadline for the December issue of the
Kalos is Thursday, November 15. Email
you items to: kalos@avucc.org or leave
items in the mail slot labeled Kalos.
Questions—Contact one of the editors:
Sue Scaff (448-3038) or
Kelly Yamanishi (997-3373)
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