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Pastor Kevin’s Corner:
Singing into Grace
But be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, giving thanks to God at all times and for everything in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
-- Ephesians 5:18c-20
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound. There is much grace to be found in
singing the old familiar hymns as we often do in our Sunday worship services and also in sharing the stories of our week with one another. We learn
during our sharing of “joys, moments of grace, and concerns” each Sunday
about times of happiness and excitement, sorrow and loss, anxiety and hope,
that are happening in the lives of our neighbors in the pews. Sometimes we
learn of exciting challenges and sometimes everyday happenings that for
some reason or another just seem special and in need of telling. Our singing
of hymns puts to music the emotions and deep movement of the Spirit that
echoes in our sharing of our lives with one another.
Recently the Men’s Discussion Group (MDG) had as their subject “music
and the arts.” Unfortunately, I had a schedule conflict that night and missed
the discussion, but I wanted to share with you in this space what I probably
would have shared with the MDG. I also wanted to share with you
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Pastor Kevin’s Corner, continued

Moderator’s Notes

some of my thoughts about why we do what we do
in worship on Sunday mornings.

Summer is nearly here. My husband Greg’s birthday happens to fall on summer’s “official” first day,
so we are always aware of this one season change.
But the weather has changed, and I am aware that
half the council year has passed. Our semi-annual
meeting will be soon, and I will have less in the way
of specific accomplishments to present as being
checked off the list than I had hoped.

I’m often moved to ask the congregation to sing the
old familiar hymns—A Mighty Fortress is Our God;
Precious Lord, Take My Hand; and Amazing Grace.
As it turns out, it seems that singing those wellworn phrases and melodies provide for us on Sunday mornings, as one week has finished and a new
one is about to begin, some very needed balm for
our hearts and minds. There is a sense that singing
these old hymns (and some new ones, too!) enters
into our bones and knits us together in common
praise of God’s presence within our community.
Sometimes a feeling of peace descends upon us filling us with the Spirit that comforts and restores.
Some people have told me that singing songs like
Amazing Grace reminds them of a special people
who long ago passed away, but who were blessings
to them in their lives during especially difficult
times. Others speak of hymns that remind them of
particular times of joy or sorrow in their lives and
what they were able to take away from those experiences that changed their lives.

Still we continue to make progress in many ways.
Council has enthusiastically and unanimously endorsed Chuck Smith and Debbie Bemis as new
members on the Long Range Planning Committee.
I do believe that between Stan Yumen and a few
other diligent council members we finally have a
policy and procedure in place to deal with yellow
pages advertising, which had become a costly annoyance to manage. In this new age of numerous
competing yellow pages and one elegant internet,
we have decided no longer to advertise in any yellow pages publication. We will continue to be
listed in the Almaden Times for our local community. And, of course, we’re listed in the white
pages.

Fred Buechner says about chanting [or singing] that
“the prose becomes poetry [and] the prosaic becomes powerful.” Through the ordinary singing
together of hymns in our regular worship services
we can experience the loving embrace of God and
often get the needed consolation, challenge, or hope
we all need. Please feel free anytime to suggest
hymns to John or me that you would like to sing on
Sunday mornings. The rhythms and melodies of
our lives help keep the body of Christ vital, nourished and alive. Amen.

As we began to try to figure out how to progress the
JV by-laws revisions to some kind of vote, we discovered that Father Stephen, of our sister church,
has submitted a further revision for consideration.
We are now working to summarize the key differences in this incarnation and get it out to you all in a

Mark Your Calendars!
Our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on
Sunday June 10, in the Fellowship Hall after church.

Pastor Kevin
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…Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark.
—Philippians 3:13-14

Moderator’s Notes, continued
way that allows for easy comparison, if possible. I
remain hopeful we can get this issue put to bed this
year, though we may need to schedule a special
congregational meeting to take a vote on it after
folks have had a chance to digest the information.

How fortunate God’s grace has given us such wonderful companionship on the journey.
Kelly Yamanishi

I continue to be greatly encouraged by the conversations I’ve had with increasing numbers of you regarding various issues including Open and Affirming. We are blessed to be a congregation of people
who genuinely care, pay attention and participate.
While we have a few different perspectives on the
issue, it seems we share a desire to find a way to
resolve the under current that has been present on
this issue for some time.

Senior Warden’s Article for June 2007
[Thank you, Father Stephen Mills, for sharing this
article originally submitted to your Shape newsletter. -Ed.]
On May 14, last month, a “Joint Venture Service”
was scheduled to honor & thank Sunday school
teachers and mothers (Mother’s Day), to present
Bibles to our 5th graders, celebrate with our youth
and with each other (UCC & ECA.) What a loss to
me if I had let past memories keep me from taking a
fresh look at a Joint Venture Sunday Service.

I’m one of 5 daughters. (Poor Dad, we grew up in a
one and a half bath house.) I find each of my sisters, all deeply spiritual in their own ways, gives me
a different perspective on life’s challenges. A few
days ago, in a package containing birthday presents
for the girls along with a few quality hand me
downs from their older cousins, my sister Sherri
dropped a copy of a daily meditation with no note
of explanation. I suppose none was needed. Entitled “Families,” it began with this quote attributed
to Kendall Hailey:

In the early 80’s the JV Sunday services I attended
felt like business meetings. All the JV representatives were introduced and thanked. Numerous litanies were recited as to what had happened, was happening, and would be happening. Oh, there were
prayers and scriptures, but somehow they were lost
and disjointed in my mind as I sat “in the board
room.”

The great gift of family life is to be intimately acquainted with people you might
never even introduce yourself to, had life
not done it for you.

Somewhere in the 90’s I remember an attempt to do
something about the disjointedness by alternating
whose service would serve as the basis for the
“Joint Venture Sunday.” Well, perhaps, for some
that worked well! For me personally, it simply
meant every other year I would attend the service.

We get a bit of that in church life too, don’t we?
We are a friendly church that welcomes all. And
once folks join our church family, well then it’s our
job to learn from each other, while keeping our feet
firmly planted in the teachings and example of Jesus
Christ.

At the turn of our century I found the Joint Venture
Services, which highlighted milestones in the
church year, Maundy Thursday, as one example, to
be extremely worthwhile and meaningful to attend.

Shortly after reading this meditation, a scriptural
quote in a secular magazine caught my eye.
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Senior Warden’s Article, continued
Those services touched to the core of my being a
hunger and desire to grow spiritually and closer to
Christ.
On Sunday, May 14, hunger and desire was once
again rekindled very gently and celebrated through
our youth, teachers, and mothers. First, listening to
our 5th and 6th graders share their “word of faith”
from scripture and its meaning to them was such a
blessing. Reflecting on their thoughts and understandings as young people growing up in today’s
climate of uncertainty confirmed our need for the
closeness of God and the power of Christ. Through
those youth how could we not recognize and praise
God for the blessings of all those who give of themselves unselfishly to our youth that they may know
God’s Word. Next, the humorous drama was quite
poignant in reminding us of our responsibilities to
know our stories of faith and be prepared and ready
to give an answer when called upon. And finally,
three hymns in three hymnals but the same message
was at the heart.

with all of us. Thank you John and all your great
cast of characters.
CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class is now in session. Several of
our active young members are involved in this class
which also includes several of our Episcopal youth.
Grateful that Kristie Bemis can be a part of that
group. Council voted to provide translators to be
with Kristie during this study time and this gives
her a chance to be very involved in the discussions. Look forward to welcoming all these
young folks into membership in our church on Pentecost Sunday.

Truly, that Sunday in May was “Joint Venture”
worship at its very best. A sharing from the people
of their own thoughts and understandings of God’s
word, both seriously and humorously, by word,
song, praise, thanks, and prayer. A blessing with the
Holy Spirit’s imprint all over it.

More on our young people. There is a saying that
our children are our church’s future. I hope that we
can continue to bring these youngsters to the front
and get them involved through participating in reading scriptures, ushering, greeting and of course being a part of our bands, folk choir, bell ringers and
youth choir. We have a great group of youngsters
in church every Sunday and also participating in
Sunday School which follows. So great to see so
many during the Children’s Story and they know
many of the answers to Pastor Kevin’s questions.
(Editors note: It is fun for all us older folks to
witness these beautiful children growing up before
our eyes. Thank you Mom’s and Dad’s for bringing
your special kids to church.)

Susie Ferguson
Senior Warden, ECA

People in the Pews
The Cole Porter Review was a delight. For those of
us who were fortunate to have been in the audience
we were treated to a wonderful evening of music,
laughs and great admiration for our church members who shared their gifts and talents with all of us.
John Leslie’s beautiful mother, Grace, was just so
much fun to listen to and watch. She is a true star
and we were blessed to have her share that weekend
4

People in the Pews, continued

"Strengthen the Church"
Special Offering

WE MISS YOU AT WORSHIP

Our annual "Strengthen the Church" offering will
be received on Sunday June 24th, the day of celebration in the UCC of its 50th anniversary. This
offering supports leadership for new and revitalizing congregations, programs for youth and young
adults, leadership development, and growing as a
church, accessible to all. These ministries are carried out by UCC Conferences and Local Church
Ministries. Let us please consider prayerfully what
we may share in this very worthy offering.

As I look around our sanctuary each Sunday I notice there are several empty pews. I hope that many
of you who have been away or are very busy with
work and such will take the time to join us again on
Sunday mornings. We need all of you to complete
our church family, so if you have been away for a
time we hope you will not forget us and come back
real soon to Sunday worship. Promise you won’t be
sorry.
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Surely, we all can look back and see things in our
lives that we wish we would have done differently.
But the Bible says, “Make the most of each day.”
Yesterday is gone; tomorrow may not come. You
must live for today. Start right where you are. You
can’t do anything about what’s gone, but you can do
a great deal about what remains.
-Joel Osteen
Dot Allfrey

Outreach
Beneficio More Than Fair Trade Coffee
Sacred Songs and Much Loved Songs

In a news article not long ago by journalist Joanna
Corman, I learned that "because the (Beneficio)
company bills itself as 'more than Fair Trade', it has
opted not to pay ten cents a pound for a Fair Trade
label from a certifying organization. Instead, it
gives that money directly to the farmers.

This year Hi Dong Chai had some of his favorite
vocal music recorded, with his wife Phyllis accompanying him. CDs of the songs have been given to
people that Hi Dong thought might enjoy them;
more copies will be available in the near future. If
you're interested, please contact Hi Dong or Phyllis
at 226-7150. Some people have offered to pay for
the CDs; If a person is so inclined, a contribution to
an orphanage in Africa would warm Hi Dong's
heart (for example, a check to ECA for Bishop
Shalita's orphanage or AVUCC for similar work).

Thank you for your continued support of
"Beneficio".
Please contact Phyllis Chai (226-7150) to place an
order, or if you have questions.

Phyllis Chai
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The children who were not present and the 5th and
6th graders will receive their Certificates by mail.
Sunday School offering
Our offering for the second half of the year was to
benefit the Turning Wheels for Kids charity. The
children raised $70.00 which will purchase about 1
1/2 bicycles.
Youth Groups

Sunday School

This month our attendance has been low at the
SHYG's meetings but we had a light hearted discussion about popular slang and bowling was a lot of
fun. Unfortunately, the catacombs event was postponed because it was not on the church schedule
and I assumed it was.

Our Joint Venture end of the year celebration was a
week earlier than planned and our 5th grade Receiving of the Scripture ceremony was moved to a much
later date both to coincide with our Mother's day
celebration. It was a busy and wonderful service.

May 20—discuss summer plans and the mission trip
2008
June 22—day at the Boardwalk and beach concert The Family Stone
Wed. evening volleyball nights start June 27th

I could not find the white stoles we have adorned
the 5th graders with in the past. Thankfully, Betty
Consorte donated fabric and the two of us sewed the
stoles the children wore for the ceremony. The
stoles were held in place with a pewter cross pin
which the children were given after the service. The 5th and 6th grade class did a great job of
reading their chosen word from the Bible. Some of
the words were joy, love, God, and evil! (twice!)

JYHG's also had a cancellation as Desi Brown was
hospitalized due to her pregnancy and New Beginnings was not held. (Desi had her baby and mother
and son are doing fine) Jon Mills ran a last minute
meeting that Sunday. We had a skit and discussion
about authority figures as well as what's at the top
of your list? Bowling was also on the agenda for
Junior High. I had to bowl to make the teams
even. It was a little embarrassing but better when I
put the bumpers up. The next meeting will be at
John and Mary McPherson's in the pool! It's the
end-of-the-year party where we will welcome the
new 6th graders and say farewell to the eighth graders. The JHYG's are also on the schedule for the
Beach and/or concert. Drivers are needed.

Our teachers received God's Promises for You by
Max Lucado and a certificate of thanks for their
commitment and service to our children. We had a
Sunday school program this year because of these
wonderful people: Trish Reilly, Londa Larson,
Kerry Sisler, Sharon Hall, Leslie Rousseau, Tammy
Neiders, Kelly Yamanishi, Sandy Baldwin, Bonnie
McPherson, Byron Henderson, Melanie Click, Tom
Fahlen, Sharon Mills, Sam Sarmecanic, Jon Mills,
Ron Howie, and Debbie Bishop as well as Stephen
Mills and Kevin Smith.
The Sunday school teachers handed out certificates
of Appreciation for attending Sunday school to the
children in their classes after the service.

Katie McCormick
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tions aligned with their unique talents strength and
skills.

Events and Schedules
JV Book Club

He will discuss knowing your strength and analyzing your talents which represents your greatest opportunity to grow. How to achieve success and still
maintain lasting fulfillment and joy. Importance of
spirituality, humility and trust in God

JV Book Club will meet on June 21, at 7:30 p.m. at
the home of Robyn Dorsey. The book selection is
"The Last Town on Earth, by Thomas Mullen.
Please read the book and join us on Thursday, the
21st. Please RSVP.

Bob will give a very interesting and intriguing discussion on a very important subjects to achieve your
goals in life with fulfillment and happiness. MUST
COME AND LISTEN TO THIS IMPORTANT
MESSAGE FOR OUR LAST MEETING BEFORE
OUR SUMMER BREAK. REMEMBER SATURDAY JUNE 02 2007 AT 8:00 AM AND LADIES
ARE WELCOME AT 8:30 AM
Dick Okumura

Robyn Dorsey (408) 323-9230

Men’s Discussion Group
The Men's Discussion Group (MDG) will take place
on June 14th at Joe Dingmans' house, starting at
7:15pm. Soft drinks and decaf will be served. The
topic is "Open Mike" so everyone will have an opportunity to talk about his spiritual journey. Also,
some are bringing in titles of good reading material
on the subject of spiritual growth as topics for future MDG meetings. This MDG will be the last for
the season, as we're breaking for the summer, so
everyone is encouraged to attend.
Joe Dingman

Men’s Breakfast June 02, 2007
Saturday 8:00 AM at the Fellowship Hall
Ladies are invited at 8:30 AM
Speaker: BOB FARQUIST, BSC In Industrial Relations and Personnel Management, Masters of Public Administration from San Jose University, he is
also a certified coach for the Hudson Institute of
Santa Barbara

Charlotte Ohlsen
Peter and Fatima Ohlsen and I met and talked about
the service for Charlotte. The family would like to
have the service on Saturday, June 30th at 2 PM.
Thank you all so much for your concerns and
prayers for the Ohlsen family during this time of
loss and celebration of Charlotte's life.

Subject: PURPOSE: Finding the ENERGY to fulfill our Dreams and Goals.
Bob Farnquist is an organizational and development
consultant and coach. He has spent the last 20years
helping executives and managers find career posi-

Blessings to you all, Pastor Kevin Smith
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Some Quotes on Summer:
"A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing,
and the lawn mower is broken."
-- James Dent
"The tedious part of the mind, so to speak, is more developed in winter; the fleshy, in summer. I should say winter had given the bone and sinew to literature, summer the tissues and the
blood."
-- John Burroughs
"Summer is a promissory note signed in June, its long days spent and gone before you know it, and
due to be repaid next

January."

--Hal Borland
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Lay Readers:

June Birthdays
Pat Dando
Gary Kimiko
Anna Fischer
Jo Ann Sparks
Bill Cox
Marina Henderson
Rosario Cassetta
John Graham
Josh Click
Jay Caturay
Becky Fernandez
John Noerenberg
Karen Smith
Laurel Sue Moore
Dennis Widman
Peggy Wright
David Crowley
Hannah Sunseri
Ariss Thomas
Kendrick Hough

June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

June 1
June 2
June 4
June 4
June 5
June 6
June 8
June 8
June 9
June 10
June 19
June 20
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 28
June 29

Ushers:
June 3
June 10

Alex Bemis
Josh Bemis
Kristy Bemis
Carolyn Dingman
Joe Dingman
Besty Dingman

June 17
June 24
Greeters and Coffee Hosts
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

June Anniversaries
Hi- Dong and Phyllis Chai
David and Carolyn Crowley
Al and Jan Day
John and Diane Hawes
Chuck and Betty Benson
Jim and Peggy Wright
Harold and Laura Hall
Tom and Clara Gerber
Ross and Kris Nakaji
Bart and Karen Smith
Orlon and Audrey Wiedrick

Judy Martin
Phyllis Chai
Besty Dingman
Dot Allfrey

Carol Martin and Jim Ballek
Carol and Dave Pullen
Kelly and Greg Yamanishi
Pat McGarvin

Communion
June 8
June 8
June 8
June 14
June 16
June 17
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 27
June 27

June 3

The Dingman Family

Flowers
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Harriet Yamada
Anna Spanjaart
Liz Criner

Caring Committee Volunteers
June—July Janey Sanders and Betty Benson

Worship Schedule
Preaching:
June 3—17 Pastor Kevin Smith
June 24
Tom Rose
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-Daily LectionaryJune, 2007
These lectionary readings are from A Daily Lectionary-Scripture readings for Every Day based on the New
Common Lectionary. Please share this resource with members of your church.
*The readings listed for Sundays are from the UCC Desk Calendar and are not part of the daily lectionary cycle.

Day
Fri.
Sat.

Date
June 1
June 2

Old Testament
Deut. 4:32-40
Deut. 6:1-15

New Testament
Matthew 13:31-35
John 1:29-34

Epistle
Romans 7:7-12
Romans 7:13-20

*Sun.

June 3

John 16:12-15

Romans 5:1-5

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

June 4
June 5
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 9

Proverbs 8:1-4,
22-31
Job 28:12-28
Job 38:1-11, 42:1-5
1 Kings 1 (1-4), 5-31
1 Kings 1:32-2:4
1 Kings 2:5-25
1 Kings 2:26-46

Matthew 13:36-43
Matthew 13:44-52
Matthew 13:53-58
Matthew 14:1-12
Matthew 14:13-21
Matthew 14:22-36

Romans 7:21-25
Romans 8:1-8
Romans 8:9-17
Romans 8:18-25
Romans 8:26-30
Romans 8:31-39

*Sun.

June 10 1 Kings 17:8-16,
or 1Kings 17:17-24
June 11 1 Kings 8:62-9:9
June 12 1 Kings 9:24-10:13
June 13 1 Kings 11:1-13
June 14 1 Kings 11:26-43
June 15 1 Kings 12:1-20
June 16 1 Kings 12:21-33

Luke 7:11-17

Galatians 1:11-24

Matthew 17:1-13
Matthew 17:14-21
Matthew 17:22-27
Matthew 18:1-9
Matthew 18:10-20
Matthew 18:21-35

Galatians 3:15-20
Galatians 3:21-29
Galatians 4:1-7
Galatians 4:8-14
Galatians 4:15-20
Galatians 4:21-31

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
*Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
*Sun.
Mon.
Tue
Wed
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

June 17 1 Kings 21:1-10, Luke 7:36-8:3
Galatians 2:15-21
(11-14), 15-21a
June 18 1 Kings 13:1-10
Matthew 19:1-12
Acts 9:32-43
June 19 1 Kings 13:11-32
Matthew 19:13-22
Acts 10:1-8
June 20 1 Kings 13:33-14:20
Matthew 19:23-30
Acts 10:9-16
June 21 1 Kings 16:23-34
Matthew 20:1-16
Acts 10:17-23
June 22 1 Kings 17:1-24
Matthew 20:17-28
Acts 10:24-33
June 23 2 Kings 18:1-19
Matthew 20:29-34
Acts 10:34-43
June 24 1 Kings 19:1-4,
(5-7), 8-15a
June 25 1 Kings 18:20-40
June 26 1 Kings 18:41-19:8
June 27 1 Kings 19:8-21
June 28 1 Kings 21:1-16
June 29 1 Kings 21:17-29
June 30 1 Kings 22:1-28

Luke 8:26-39

Galatians 3:23-29

Matthew 21:1-11
Matthew 21:12-22
Matthew 21:23-32
Matthew 21:33-46
Matthew 22:1-14
Matthew 22:15-22

Acts 10:44-48
Acts 11:1-9
Acts 11:10-13
Acts 11:19-26
Acts 11:27-12:5
Acts 12:6-17

Provided by: The Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ
…nurturing local church vitality and the covenant among our churches.
Made possible by your contributions to: Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and Fellowship
Dues
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The deadline for the July 2007 issue of the
Kalos is Friday, June 15th. Items may be left
in the mail slot labeled Kalos, or preferably
may be submitted via e-mail to:
kalos@avucc.org
For questions contact one of the editors:
Sue Scaff (448-3038) and
Kelly Yamanishi (997-3373)
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